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Dr. doshua Lederberg
University of Wisconsin
Madison, Wisconsin

Dear Dr, Lederberg,

We recently invited Dr. Norton Zinder to talk to our Interscience
Saminar on his resesrches on bacterial transduction. Dre. Zinder madse
an exeellent impression and we are seriously considering inviting him
to join our facultye.

However, certain apparent deficiendes in Dr, Zi_r%er'u training and
viewpoints have comsernsd some of us. In & smalY school like Brandeis

e feculty man should have the broadest possible background in biolegy
because he will lrve to teach several differemt subjeots, and particigate
actively in planning the biology ocurriculume We had the impression, from
our conversations with Dr. Zinder, that he was not very familiar with
physiological problems, and did not seem to sense the great importance

of physioclogy in bielogical thinkinge For example, he did mot think it
at all advisable to have an und ergraduate course deveted exclusively to
some aspect of physiologye

We also wondered whether the faet that he obtained s degree in medioal
bacteriology indicated a background too specialized for a school such as
ours ‘where medical baoteriology per se is not likely to be taughte

Thete are plans for graduate work here in general microbiology and there

is no doubt that he would fit in well in such a programe. The question is
how well would he fit into our undergraduate program. Besides microbiology,
the o‘nly subjeot he really seems equipped to teach is genetios,

A1l these misgivings are minor when we consider his outstanding research
and high intelligences We would enormously appreciate your telling us what
you know about Dr. Zinder, both in reference to his physiologicael abilities
and in general about his charaocter, possible teaching ability and anything
else you think might be helpful to us in making our decision,

I might say that we have high hopes for our asmall school and would like, if
possible, to add someone with Dr, Zinder's researoh ability to our facultye
Of course anything you write will be kept in strict oconfidencee Dr. Zinder
is unaware of this inquirye.

Best personal wishes,

Sinoerely yours, /

Alvert Kelner
Assistant Professor of Biology
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